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Huzhng-Cai
From world-famous tourist attractions to local fishing hot spots, dams across
the U.S. have become popular outdoor activity destinations. This includes
Maryland's Conowingo Dam. Through recreational enhancements, it is once
again a must-visit location for nature enthusiasts.
Highly regarded for its fishing, boating, hiking, and camping, the Conowingo
Dam is best known for its bird watching, especially with a resurgence of the
bald eagle population. Situated on Northern Maryland's Susquehanna River,
this is the perfect location for bird watchers and photographers to catch a
glimpse of eagles swooping down to snare fish. Cont’d on page 13.
Ron Moore
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SEQCC Meeting Schedule
The Southeast Queens Camera Club meets on the
2nd, 3rd and 4th Tuesday of each month at 7:30pm
on the 2nd Floor of the Roy Wilkins Family Center,
177-01 Baisley Blvd. at 177th Street, Jamaica, NY
11434.
Meeting dates for the 2017 - 2018 season are:
September 12, 19, 26
February 13, 20, 27
October
10, 17, 24
March
13, 20, 27
November 14, 21, 28
April
10, 17, 24
December 12, 19
May
8, 15, 22
January
9, 16, 23
June
12, 19, 26
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PRESIDENT:

Ronald Moore

VICE PRESIDENT:

Corona Johnson

SECRETARY:

Renee Harper

TREASURER:

Israel Singleton

STANDING COMMITTEES:
COMMUNICATIONS
Marion Riggins

Maureen Ryan

COMPETITION
Ralph Simmons

James Fonsville

EXTERNAL VENUE

JANUARY

Lisa Wade
FIELD TRIPS

2nd: Executive Committee Meeting

Nyree Cyrus
MEMBERSHIP

9th: Off Camera Flash with Paul Quinones

Lisa Wade

16th: Off Camera Flash with Paul Quinones

Lee Callier

NEWSLETTER
Corona Johnson

23rd: Competition, Judge: Suzan Goldstein

PROGRAMS & EDUCATION
Brenda Gates

30th: Off Camera Flash Hands-on with Paul
Quinones
The Southeast Queens Camera Club does not endorse
the content on any third party website. SEQCC is not
responsible for the content or result of any damages
with third-parties. Your use of third-party websites is
at your own risk and subject to the terms and conditions of use for such websites. ©Southeast Queens
Camera Club 2018, All Rights Reserved. Unauthorized
use of images contained in this newsletter or website
is strictly prohibited.

Everyone is invited to submit articles and
pictures to be published in the newsletter. The
deadline for receiving such information is the
25th of each month.
The Newsletter Committee looks forward to you
sharing your experiences, skills and thoughts
with the club.
Forward your articles to editors Corona Johnson,
James Fonsville, and Ron Moore. Thank you.

WEB & TECHNOLOGY
Ron Moore
HOSPITALITY
Jean Bain

Delian Slater

MEMBER(S) AT LARGE
open
FOUNDERS
Dorothy Gist

Hughe Williams

Ron Caldwell

Jim Grant

ADVISORS
Leonard Nangle

Lawrence Gallmon

PFLI DELEGATES
Uris McKay

Marvin Sheppard
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Membership Corner
Have you paid your dues?

Birthdays
Ronald Ryan - 2nd

Curlett Bodden - 4th

James Fonsville - 9th

Judson Dinkins - 14th

BECOME AN ACTIVE MEMBER! JOIN A COMMITTEE!
JUST A REMINDER:
General Courtesy:
Please turn your cell phones off or place them on vibrate during competition
and when a Presenter is addressing the membership. Keep all questions and
comments to yourself, until after competitions. Let’s all show respect and
appreciation to the Judges and Presenters.
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HOLIDAY TRAIN SHOW
at the NYBG
It turned out to be a snowy day on the date of our field trip to the NYBG Holiday Train Show, but that
did not stop hundreds of kids, parents and train buffs of all kinds from showing up at the exhibit.
Everyone marveled as G-scale locomotives
hummed along among familiar sights such as the
Brooklyn Bridge, Statue of Liberty, Rockefeller
Center and other iconic buildings, skyscrapers
and architectural wonders on nearly a half-mile
of track. It was like stepping into a miniature city
where famed New York architecture, featuring
new replicas of the Empire State Building,
Chrysler Building, General Electric Building, and
St. Bartholomew’s Church, was recreated using
bark, leaves, and other natural materials.
There isn’t much time left to experience the magic of this cherished tradition, as the show will end
on Monday, January 15, 2018. Advance reservations are strongly recommended as tickets do sell
out.
As I was waiting on line to enter the exhibit, Nyree
and her son Alijah showed up. We entered the initial
pre-show slideshow, then entered the main exhibit
area of the Enid A. Haupt Conservatory. The exhibit
was much more extensive than I thought, more
trains and iconic recreations around every bend. We
were soon separated but caught up at the end. We
actually finagled our way in a second time to view
the exhibit again!
For our facebook group members, Nyree posted a
quick video on the group page. If you are logged on
to your account you can see it if you click HERE.
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Images by Nyree Cyrus and Ron Moore

About the Artist
What one may see as just a piece of bark or a fallen
berry, Holiday Train Show creator Paul Busse envisions
as stone on the Brooklyn Bridge or an ornament on
St. Patrick’s Cathedral.
Paul’s reputation as a designer of wondrous landscapes built around trains and structures made
from plant parts took off when he mounted the first Holiday Train Show for The New York Botanical
Garden in 1992. Since then, he has produced special exhibits for many other venues around the
country; his current work can be viewed here.
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Field Trip Update
We are going to B&H's Event Space for our next field trip! We will take
advantage of their "Free Camera and Lens Check Up and Cleaning". I'm sure we
can all use this, especially me! Those dust particles can be a pain to get rid of.
I hope you will all take advantage of this and get on the road to clean lenses for
2018! :-)
Date: Sunday, January 14, 2018
Arrival Time: 10:00am
Address: B&H Event Space
Second Floor of B&H NYC SuperStore
420 9th Avenue, New York, NY 10001
Parking: Free parking is available at the B&H parking lot, located at 349 West
34th Street between 8th and 9th Avenues (north side - small lot next to the
synagogue). Minimum purchase of $100 is required for 1 hour of free parking.
Get 2 hours free with a purchase of $300.00 and up.

Price: FREE - You must register in advance.
Meeting Location: LIRR - Sutphin Blvd/Jamaica Station - Catching the 9:20am
train.
Note from B&H: Due to the popularity of this event we must limit 1 lens and
1 camera body per customer in order to help everyone that attends this free
session.
Link:
https://www.bhphotovideo.com/find/eventDetails.jsp/id/2659
Please reach out to me if you have any questions.
Nyree
917-299-2691/Nycy21@aol.com
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External Venue Update
UPCOMING:
Resorts World exhibition, February 18th thru March 30th, 2018.
Theme : “Queens - The World’s Borough”

Thank you all for submitting images for Resorts World
Gallery. We had 86 images of which 37 were selected by the
External Venue Committee, and submitted to Resorts. They
are selecting from them as we speak. Remember, if selected
you must have your piece framed by GEO for $15.00 to
guarantee uniformity.
The SQPA ART Exhibit for 2018 is March 4th - March 10th. The
cost for up to 6 images is $30.00. Application deadline is
January 29th. If you are a photographer and an artist the cost
is the same up to six pieces. If your art is sold, SQPA will
receive 20% of the sale price. Applications will be available at
the next meeting.
June 2018 is our Father's Day exhibit for Elmont Library.
So we have 2 more events for Club participation, SQPA and
Elmont Library.

Thank you,

Lisa Wade
Doris King
External Venue Committee
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PFLI News
Visit PFLIonline.com for club scores and to download monthly
parking permits.
New location: Farmingdale College Greenhouse
2350 Broadhollow Road (Route 110)
Farmingdale, NY 11735
Competition starts promptly at 7:00 pm.

PFLI Board, Delegates Meeting:
When:

Fri Jan 26, 2018 7pm – 9pm Eastern Time

Where:

Plainview Old Bethpage Library C , D

Volume 14 Issue 05

JANUARY 2018

Keeping In Touch

page 9

Volume 14 Issue 05

JANUARY 2018

Keeping In Touch

page 10

www.hotpixels.co.nz

Udemy.com - the academy of you.
.
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Free Online 12-Module Digital Photo Course from Harvard

Want to learn photography from Harvard? (Yes, that Harvard.) It turns out you can easily do so,
even without being a student. The oldest institution of higher learning in the United States offers a
free 12-module online digital photography class.
The Digital Photography course has been available over at the free certified learning service
ALISON since 2013 as part of Harvard’s Open Learning Initiative.
The 12 modules of the course will take an average student about 10 to 15 hours to complete, and
they teach a wide range of topics in digital photography, including exposure settings, reading
histograms, learning about light, how sensors and lenses work, and how to post-processing photos.
If you complete all the modules and score at least 80% or more on each of the assessments, you
can qualify to receive an official ALISON diploma, certificate, or PDF. Unlike the course, however,
you’ll need to fork over some money if you’d like that official recognition.
So far, over 400,000 students have taken the course, and it seems to be well received: it currently
has a rating of 4 out of 5 stars with 2,400+ votes.
If you’re just starting out in photography and would like to give this 12-module Harvard photo class a
shot, head over to its page on ALISON, create a free account, and hit “Start This Course.”
Diploma in Digital Photography
Other Free Courses:

Introduction to Digital Photography
Beginner Digital Photography
Intermediate Digital Photography
Advanced Digital Photography

Article courtesy of PetaPixel
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Free 11-Week Digital Photo Class
by former Stanford Professor Marc Levoy
Want to take a university-level class on digital photography for free? Former Stanford professor and
current Google engineer Marc Levoy has a site containing his complete course materials for a class
that he has taught 5 times at Stanford and once at Google.
Levoy’s course is based on the CS 178 (Digital Photography) class at Stanford, and the resources
on Levoy’s site are the latest updated materials that were used to train Googlers in 2016.
The 11-week course requires no prior knowledge in photography and is “an introduction to the
scientific, artistic, and computing aspects of digital photography,” Levoy writes. “Topics include
lenses and optics, light and sensors, optical effects in nature, perspective and depth of field,
sampling and noise, the camera as a computing platform, image processing and editing, and
computational photography.”
“We will also survey the history of photography, look at the work of famous photographers, and talk
about composing strong photographs.”

On Levoy’s website, you’ll find 18 lectures starting with “Image Formation” on week 1 to “History of
Photography (Part 5) on week 11. Each of the lectures contains a video of Levoy teaching that
session at Google’s Mountain View campus.
You’ll also find keynote slides from the lectures, various applets for understanding the concepts, and
assignments to complete after each session.
So if you’ve been wanting to do some formal learning on “How cameras work and how to take good
pictures using them,” head on over to Levoy’s amazing online resource and start with Week 1 for
your self-paced studies.
Click here to be taken to the website.
Article courtesy of PetaPixel

A screenshot of the applet “Variables that affect exposure.”
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Bald Eagles at Conowingo Dam
A bald eagle dives toward a glint of silver in the
Susquehanna River. It leans back, spreads its
wings like a drag chute and snatches a wriggling
fish from the water. With a few flaps of its massive
wings, the eagle is high in the air again, but not
high enough to avoid being dive-bombed by
another hungry eagle. Startled, the first eagle
drops the fish which, just before hitting the water’s
surface, is snatched by a third eagle, which lands
in a nearby tree and gulps down its sashimi lunch.

Wildlife photographer Emily Carter Mitchell Migrating eagles begin congregating at the Conowingo Dam in
photographed this spectacular scene at the Darlington, Md. in late October. (Anthony T. Nigrelli)
Conowingo Dam in Darlington, Md., but you don’t
have to be a professional shutterbug to capture the avian action. Each fall, upward of 150 bald
eagles gather at the hydroelectric dam
and fight over fish that have been
temporarily stunned after tumbling
through the turbines.
“We call them floaters,” Mitchell says. “All
the eagles have to do is pick them up out
of the water.”
Sounds simple, but Pennsylvania-based
photographer Dan Gomola has witnessed
as many as nine eagles fighting over a
single fish.
“That’s what you’re hoping to see —
when the eagles get into a skirmish in the
air, those are the coolest photographs,”
he says. “People think of bald eagles as such noble birds, but they are thieves.”
The Conowingo Dam, located about a 90-minute drive from D.C., is well known among birdwatchers and photographers as the best place east of the Mississippi River to see bald eagles,
Gomola says. Eagles that nest in more northerly places
begin congregating at the dam in late October as their
summer fishing territories freeze over, and their
numbers increase steadily through January when they
begin to return north to nest, says Nicholas Lund, a
birder on the DC Audubon Society’s board of directors.

“In the winter, eagles aren’t territorial because they
aren’t defending any nests,” Lund says. “They are just
out for themselves, so wherever there’s a lot of food,
you can get these big aggregations that you’d never see
in the summer.” Spotting one eagle is pretty awesome, Photographers line up early in the morning. (Chris Draughn)
but seeing a hundred is spectacular, Lund adds.
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“They are such an impressive bird,” he says. “They have huge talons, they have huge beaks, and
that strong, angry brow. Finding so many in one place is a moving, near miraculous experience.”
The great number of birds brings in a huge number of wildlife photographers, who wake up before
dawn to stake out the best spots on the walkway overlooking the river. Even when it gets crowded,
the atmosphere stays collegial, with professional photographers often giving advice to the amateurs
during the lulls between feeding frenzies, Gomola says.
“I think one of the neatest things is that you meet all these people from all over the world, and you
all have this mutual interest you want to talk about,” Gomola says.
Many people show up with two cameras: one set up on a tripod with a long lens, and another
handheld camera for close-up shots, Mitchell says.
“The eagles like to hang out on the rocks on the far side of the river, but they will come in and grab a
fish closer to the fishing dock area, and then they land in
trees behind you to eat the fish,” she says.
You don’t need professional equipment to capture the
moment, Gomola adds.
“The eagle will be 30 yards away from you eating his
fish, so even a point-and-shoot camera can get a good
photo,” he says.
After about 4 p.m., the daylight gets too dim for highspeed photography, Mitchell says, so that’s a good time
to trade your camera for binoculars and just take in the
scene. The setting sun bathes the valley in golden light,
and the eagles talk among themselves.

The shad get temporarily stunned when they pass over
the dam, making them easy pickings for eagles.
(Linda Davidson/TWP)

“A lot of people think eagles screech, but the sound they make is more like a giggle. It’s cuter than
anything,” Mitchell says.

Pro tips for your trip to Conowingo Dam


Wake up early. Arrive before dawn to stake out a spot along the overlook. The parking lot
at nearby Fisherman’s Park opens an hour before sunrise and stays open an hour after
sunset.



Be prepared to wait. The dam releases water a few times a day, depending on the river
level and power demand, which means there are often long lulls between feeding
frenzies. You can call the Conowingo Dam info line (888-457-4076) after 5 p.m. for the
next day’s operating schedule, but the times frequently change.



It will be cold! Dress warmly in layers to add/remove as needed. Wear winter boots if you
have them. There will be a lot of standing/sitting involved. Bring a small chair to sit while
waiting for the action to happen.



Bring food, water and something warm to drink. There are restrooms and picnic tables
near the overlook, but no vending machines.



Make sure you have plenty of memory cards and charged batteries.



Come equipped. Bring binoculars and a camera, ideally one with a long lens or a solid
optical zoom.
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Pro tips, cont’d:


Get the longest zoom lens you can get your hands on. Anything 400mm and longer will
help you reach the bird. If you can’t afford to buy a mega lens, RENT!



If you have access to two camera bodies, bring them along. One with the mega zoom, the
other with a smaller zoom to capture the eagles in the trees.



Tripod with a Wimberley type Gimbal head is a must. Unless you have super steady
hands and have no issue hand holding up to ten pounds while panning.



Practice, Practice, Practice before you get here. Practice sighting, scanning and panning
a bird in flight.

Know your camera well so that you can quickly change settings if need be. The light changes
quickly in the morning and adjustments are continual.
The Lazy Man settings:


Aperture Priority



Auto ISO



Auto White Balance



AI Servo focus mode



High speed Continuous shooting mode



Center focus point (s) selected



Center weighted metering



In bright light watch out for blowing out the white highlights of the head and tail of the
eagles. Use negative Exposure Compensation to offset.



TIP: With good light, use Manual Mode – 1/2000 sec, f/7.1, ISO 500, AWB, AI Servo,
Center focus points, Center weighted metering.



Don’t hassle the wildlife. It’s hard not to get excited when an eagle flies near you, but try
to keep your voice down or you might scare it away.

WHEN TO GO


Beginning at the end of October through the beginning of January, Bald Eagles are the
most plentiful.



Anytime during the day is great as the action is unpredictable. The lighting quickly fades
in the afternoon, quickly turning dark after 4:00 pm, EST.



Check on the Conowingo Dam Release Schedule daily by calling 1-888-457-4076.

HOW TO GET THERE
Conowingo Dam’s Fisherman’s Park, 2569 Shures Landing Road, Darlington, Maryland 21034

From I-95 North/South, Take Exit #89 for Havre de Grace. Head north on Route 155 / Level Road.
Turn right on Route 161 / Darlington Road go 4.4 miles. Turn right onto Old Quaker Road, go 0.4
miles. Turn right on Shuresville Road, go 433 feet and veer left to stay on Shuresville Road. After a
mile, turn right onto Shuresville Landing Road. The road will lead you into the parking area along the
dam. To reach the shuttle parking area, pass Shuresville Landing Road and the shuttle parking is to
your left shortly afterwards.an quickly move along the tree line to get a shot.
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UPDATED FOR 2017:
PARKING INFORMATION: Parking is now becoming limited at the dam and due to popularity,
the parking lot becomes full early in the morning. There is now shuttle parking available on
Shuresville Road THURSDAY through SUNDAY from 7:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

There is ample parking at the shuttle parking lot and there is a school bus shuttle to the dam. When
the parking lot is full, the gate is closed and drivers are instructed to go to the shuttle parking lot.
Parking on Shuresville Landing Road is prohibited.
The Shuttle will be available during peak Bald Eagle season from the first week of November
through December.
BEST SPOTS FOR SHOOTING:

There are two primary locations photographers set up for shooting. Both locations have advantages
and disadvantages.
1.Along the fence line across from the twin power towers.
Advantages:


The eagles frequently fish between the island and the rip rap.



They then fly overhead into the trees to enjoy their fish. One can quickly move along the
tree line to get a shot.



Have an overview perspective of fishing eagles.

Disadvantages:


The action in front of the dam is further away.

2. Down on the fishing pier.
Advantages:


Closer to the water and action in front of the pier.



Provides water level perspective.

Disadvantages:


Shooting into the morning sun in the early hours of the day 7:00am – 10:00am.



A bit of a walk to get to the tree line for the eating shots.

If you’re able to get to the Conowingo Dam to experience the incredible sight of these majestic
birds, have a wonderful time and happy shooting!
This content is a combination of an article, “Road trip: See 100 eagles fighting for fish just 90
minutes from D.C.” written by Sadie Dingfelder of the Washington Post, September 26, 2017,
and some tips from a post by Emily Carter Mitchell, “A Visitor’s Guide to the Bald Eagles at
Conowingo Dam” on December 9, 2012.
Check out this action packed video.
This looks like it could be a great field trip! Let’s make it happen!
Ron Moore
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COMPETITION STANDINGS 2017-2018

SALON

GROUP A
Pts.

COLOR PRINTS

Images
/*IOM

Pts.

James Fonsville

6

13

Marion Stevenson

5

12

Paul Robinson

—

—

Michael Turner

2

3

Marvin Sheppard

6/1

16

Brenda Gates

6/1

17

Doris King

Lawrence Gallmon

Ralph Simmons

2
1

5
2

Renee Harper
Jimm Paull

—
—

—
—

Ken Whitehead

—

—

Algernon Lawrence

5/1

Ron Moore

—

—

Dianne Heggie

3

5/1

14

Corona Johnson

B&W PRINTS
James Fonsville

6/1

Lawrence Gallmon

Paul Robinson
Ralph Simmons
Marvin Sheppard
Ken Whitehead
Ron Moore
Corona Johnson

DIGITAL
Ralph Simmons

Competition # 2

GROUP B

Images
/*IOM

COLOR PRINTS

Image
/*IOM

Pts.

6/1

17

4

10

6/1

12

Lisa Wade
Israel Singleton

6
4

8
8

11

Jean Bain

4

5

7

Dotti Anita Taylor

4

8

Steed Wells

3

5

Saint Clair Reide

2

2

3

5

5

10

3/1
5
6
3

7
11
9
4

1/1

4

6

7

COLOR PRINTS
Nyree Cyrus
Helen Dobbins-Bryan

15

B&W PRINTS
Marion Stevenson

—

—

B&W PRINTS
Steed Wells

2/1

6

Brenda Gates

6/1

14

Lisa Wade

—
1
6
—

—
2
14
—

Renee Harper
Dianne Heggie

—
2
4/1
2

—
5
7
4

Israel Singleton
Nyree Cyrus

—

—

4

7

Algernon Lawrence

Michael Turner
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Helen Dobbins-Bryan

Jean Bain
Saint Clair Reide

6/2

18

DIGITAL
Anthony Leonce

—

—

DIGITAL
Doris King

Ron Moore

3

7

Sandi Pope

1

1

Helen Dobbins-Bryan

5

6

Marvin Sheppard

6

14

Hughe Williams

—

—

Bryon Marshall

3/1

8

James Fonsville

6

12

Michael Turner

5/1

12

Nyree Cyrus

4/1

10

Lawrence Gallmon

6

14

Emma Davis

—

—

Lisa Wade

—

—

Leonard Nangle

2

4

Bill Taylor

—

—

Steed Wells

—

—

Corona Johnson

—

—

Dianne Heggie

6/1

13

Saint Clair Reide

3

4

Renee Harper
Brenda Gates

5
—

9
—

Jacqueline Polite

3

4

Algernon Lawrence

6

9

